Q. 3. Write a Critical Apperiation of ‘Hunger.”
Ans.
Introduction

The poem Hunger narrates a sordid episode in the life of the poet.

In a moment away from his town, when he was tormented by the sexual
impulse, he expressed his desire fora woman to a poor fisherman at a
beach. The fisherman guessed that the poet had hunger for sex. Being
poor, starved and indignant, the fisherman decided to offer his own



Lauahter to the poet. He did not feel any sense of guilt and lad the poel
ddug- oor, dark cottage where his fifteen-year old daughter, racked
- hib\pvcrt'y had little choice but to submit willingly to any man who
":“[S;d‘fay {or'lhe satisfaction of his sexual passion. Tha poet felt inhibited
;OD, a while but satisfied his sex.

pevelopment of Thought

The poet was away from his town and on a bon.ch. Ho' was
iormented by sexual lust and wanted a woman Fo salisly his passion. A
poor, starved fisherman offered to provide him a female. Tho poel
iollowed the fisherman across the sands of the beach. The fisherman
led him to his own poor cottage.The fisherman offered to the poet his
own fifteen-year old daughter. For a moment the poet was stunned.
But soon he became a victim of sex. He approached the girl in the
dark, who offered herself to the poet and the poet satisfied his urge.

Theme of the poem ‘Hunger’

The theme in the poem ‘Hunger'is poverty, starvation and hunger
which drive the poor to lose their human dignity and morality. The
fisherman is the victim of poverty and hunger. He is a lean and thin
figure with bones sticking out of his skin, his claw-like hands dragging
his nets out of the sea. Stricken by his poverty, he gets ready to offer
the speaker his own daughter for the gratification of his sexual desire.
He silently leads the speaker to his poor, dark cottage and offer his
own own daughter to him saying: ‘My daughter, she's just turned
fifteen’. The fisherman turns himself away from the sight. He asks the
speaker to feel the girl all over and hurry with the things. It is stark
poverty and hunger which force the father, to prostitute his daughter.
As the girl surrenders her-self, the poet feels “the hunger there."

Use of images and Symbols

~ The use of images and symbols in the poem are all related to
ldsa of hunger. The speaker, seized by sexual passion, is symbolic of
blind sexual instinct working in a male. The fisherman is a symbol of
the basic human appetite, feelings of hunger. The fisherman sets aside
all 1ee}ings of conscience and offers his own daughter for prostitution
The fisherman's daughter is also symbolic of hunger. While she;
“urrenders herself to the speaker's lust, her body is as cold as rubber

and she slithers like a fish. Between h i
) S . er wide open le
discovers only ‘hunger. i o fhe spester

Hunger : Two Senses

,. The poem deals with the
Hoverty. Hunger has a double
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p helly. 1he putiilh puttiays DOLh th Hlji'
W“ - h-“m‘{;]:iistbigIg\ct'sl(i‘twi)lll;”l);w sex-hunger. So he seg OF‘? inunegﬁrs
e R'U‘,d;‘“to “;uhsfy his sex hunger. The fisherman ang his dag
of a hnnct _0“0';1 hanger, the hunger that results from Pover nghtei
100, tit:'hf' kua dweir body and soul togelher. the .hsherman Qia'“
t‘»()\llrtl)! m;l?or lo the man. The daughter, & mere’ girl of fifteen, lrage, Oy
'L:S‘J;I;\:ghim- As she opens her 'wormy [€gs’, the man fjnyc hungz
there.

An Indian poem

The poem portrays the dismal conditions prevalem in our
Poverty and hunger here are so ac‘ule that many. !amlhes'
sell their women, Just to keep alive. The fact is shocki
When the fisherman offers his own daughter to the pro
customer feels that “the sky fell on me.” He can perc
fisherman has exhausted all his tricks to trap the cust
daughter.Selling his daughter's body has become a rou
Tragic Consciousness

The poem exhibits a tragic consciousness which
of Mahapatra's poetry. The dismal world of starvarion ang deprivation
is tellingly conveyed through the description of the fisherman's shack.

“In the flickering dark his lean-to opened like 3 wound.”

The word ‘'wound' in the above line conveys the hapless, painful,

anguished conditions of he inmates of the slum. ‘Wound', however
also symbolizes the female genital which, when opened, looks like a
wound.

Quietude in the Poem
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Mahpatra's Poetry. But this quietude
thre characters in the poem hardly sp
who ulters a feyw plain, blunt words
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poemis simple yetit, is over-loaded with SY”“%:
M message is Conveyed through minimum "“So}.?c
€ protagonist is Conveyed through the symrme
as heavy on my back.' The emaciated 'Oo.k Obonf
Ssed in the symbolic words. I saw his white ¥
ther examples of the symbolic imagery aré -
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mi’rw.d .thumping in the flesh’s sling', ‘Hope lay in buring the house | lived

n. S:gence gripped my sleeves', ‘the fisherman's shack’ opened like a
wound".

Conclusion

According to K.A. Panikar, ‘Hunger is one of the great peaks
of Indian poetry in English’. The poem is a profoundly human
document; its power depends on the authenticity of the experience
esablished by the words and their arrangement. The poem achieves a
happy blending of the literal and the metaphorical
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