
                                The Unrest of Desire 

 

 
A strong desire makes a man somewhat uneasy. He may try to keep desire hidden 

in his heart but it would manifest itself in some way through the expression in his 

eyes. The nature of his desire would not, of course, becomes known to anybody, 

but the fact that there is a desire in a man's heart would definitely become known 

to others who happen to see him and the expression in his eyes. A man may wear a 

mask or may throw some sort of disguise over the expression of his face, but he 

would not be able to mask the expression in his eyes. 
 
A man may put his heart's desire under some heavy weight like that of a slab of 

cement or a large heap of bones, but his eyes would betray the fact that there is a 

desire in his heart. A man may keep his mouth shut, but the desire in his heart 

would somehow escape his heart and enter his eyes and thus become visible. A 

man may adopt any other methods which may occur to him to disguise the state of 

his heart, but it would still show itself in his eyes. A man may draw all sorts of 

pictures with a piece of charcoal on the walls of a cave in order to give a false 

representation of his desire; but it would never quit his heart and would even haunt 

him in his dreams. 
 
 
Analysis: 

 
This is a poem with a strong psychological interest. It describes a man's incapacity 

to suppress a desire or to keep it hidden under some assumed expression on his 

face. A desire would never fail to manifest itself through the expression in a man's 

eyes. Of course anybody looking at such a man may not be able to understand or 

guess the nature of his desire, but he would definitely come to know that there is a 

desire in his heart. This fact would become known to him by his merely looking 

into the eyes of the man concerned. The eyes would provide some sort of evidence 

of the existence on a desire in the man's heart. 

 
The idea expressed in this poem is an abstract one; but much concrete imagery has 

been used in the poem. Eyes manifesting the unrest of desire mask being thrust 

upon a face; the salt-blood being probed with an insist tongue; a desire being 

pressed down with the weight of cement slabs or of bones: bison and stag being 



traced on a wall with charcoal all these concrete pictures to build up which the poet 

has used metaphorical language. 
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